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AMF.KDMKMTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend Claims 1, 6, 7, 8, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, and 39 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing control of a set-top box with infrared 
(IR) signals, comprising the steps of: 

preying an IR control databas e residing on a local mass storage oyotom in a Got top 
unit, whor e in said IR control data b as e contains a plurality of IR control entri e s; 

generating an IR control packet from a first IR control entry of said an IR control 
database residing on a local mass storage system in a set-to p unit, wherein said IR control 
database contains a plurality of IR control entries ; 

controlling said set-top box with said IR control packet; and 

wherein said set-top unit stores video and/or audio content received from said set-top 
box on said local mass storage system. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

generating said IR control packet containing an IR control waveform from an IR 
waveform specification of said first IR control entry; and 

transmitting said IR control packet, based upon said IR control waveform, to said 
set-top box; 

wherein said first IR control entry of said IR control database contains said IR 
waveform specification. 
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3. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein said transmitting step further comprises 
providing multiplexed serial transmission of said IR control packet based upon said IR 
control wavefonn to said set-top box* 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein said transmitting step further comprises 
providing queued multiplexed serial transmission of said IR control packet based upon said 
IR control waveform to said set-top box. 

5 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
receiving an IR control entry to create a received IR control entry; and 

inserting said received IR control entry into said IR control database to create said 
first IR control entry of said IR control database. 

6. (Currently Amended) The merthod of Claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 
providing a raw IR control library residing on said mass storage system, wherein 

said raw IR control library contains a first raw IR control entry; 

parsing 9€h4 a first raw IR control entry of said a ™w IR control library to create a 
processed first IR control entr y,, said raw IR control library residing on said mass storage 
system, wherein said raw IR control library contains said first taw IR control entry: and 

communicating said procooaod fir s t - IR control ontry to oroate creating said first IR 
control entry of said IR control database from said processed first IR control entry . 

7. (Curcently Amended) The method of Claim 6, further comprising the step of: 
providing generating a raw IR control packet, wherein said raw IR control packet is 

generated from said first raw IR control entry of said raw IR control library; 
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wherein said controlling step controls said set-top box by transmission of said raw IR 
control packet. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 6, further comprising the steps of: 
providing a prototyp e IR control database residing on oaid masa storago oystem, 

whoroin said prototype IR control databaQC - containo a first prototype IR control entry; 

performing a control code search to access sa& a prototype IR control database to 
select a first prototype IR control entry, said prototype IR control database residing on $aid 
mass storage system, wherein said prototype IR control data base contains a first prototype 
IR control entry ; and 

generating from said first IR control entry said first raw IR control entry of said raw 
IR control library. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8, further comprising the step of: 

providing a timing interface wherein said first IR control packet is generated from 
said first prototype IR control entry of said prototype IR control database. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 6, further comprising the steps of: 

providing a corrections-additions database residing on said mass storage system, 
wherein said corrections-additions database contains a first correction data entry; and 

parsing said first correction data entry and said first raw IR control entry to create 
said processed first IR control entry. 

11. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein said system contains a first computer 
and a second computer; 

wherein said mass storage system contains a first mass storage system coupled to 
said first computer and a second mass storage system coupled to said second computer; 
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wherein said IR control database includes a first instance of said IR control database 
residing on said first mass storage system coupled to said first computer; 

wherein said receiving step creates said received first IR control entry at said first 
computer; 

wherein said insertion step inserts said received first IR control entry at said first 
computer to create said first IR control entry of said first instance of said IR control database 
residing on said first mass storage system; 

wherein said raw IR control library resides on said second mass storage system 
containing said first raw IR control entry; 

wherein said library parsing step creates said processed first IR control entry by said 
second computer; and 

wherein said communication step communicates said processed first IR control entry 
by said second computer to create said first IR control entry of said IR control database. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 ? wherein said system further includes 
a server computer system; 

wherein said receiving step creates a received first IR control entry by said server 
computer system; and 

said co mmunication creating step includes the steps of: 

providing communication ■& £ sending said processed first IR control entry by 
said second computer to create said first IR control entry by said server computer system; 
and 

providing communication of sending said processed first IR control entry by 
said server computer system to create said first IR control entry of said first instance of said 
IR control database by said first computer. 
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13. (Original) The method of Claim 6 T wherein said first IR control entry of said IR 
control database includes a first IR control syntax specification. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein said first IR control syntax 
specification includes a number of digits in a channel specification. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein said first IR control syntax 
specification entry includes a delimiter specification ending an IR transmission. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein said first IR control syntax 
specification entry includes a delay specification between digits of an IR transmission, 

17. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein said first IR control syntax 
specification entry includes a prefix specification. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein said prefix specification includes an 
A/B switch prefix selection, 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein said prefix specification includes an 
A/B/C switch prefix selection. 

20. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for providing control of a set-top box with an 
IR signal, comprising: 

a local mass storage system in a set-top unit; 

an IR control database residing on said mass storage system wherein said IR control 
database contains a plurality of IR control entries; 

an IR control packet, wherein said IR control packet is generated from a first IR 
control entry of said IR control database; 
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a transmitter that- controls said set-top box by transmitting said IR control packet 
thereto; and 

wherein said set-top unit stores video and/or audio content received from said set-top 
box on said local mass storage system. 

21. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 20, said IR control packet further comprising: 

an IR control waveform based upon an IR waveform specification of said first IR 
control entry; 

wherein said IR control packet is transmitted to said set-top box based upon said IR 
control waveform. 

22. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 2 1 , wherein said transmitter provides 
multiplexed serial transmission of said IR control packet to said [[sat]]set-top box based 
upon said IR control waveform, 

23. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 21, wherein said transmitter provides queued 
multiplexed serial transmission of said IR control packet to said set-top box based upon said 
IR control waveform. 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 20, further comprising: 

means for creating a received IR control entry based upon reception of an IR control 
entry; and 

means for creating said first IR control entry of said IR control database based upon 
insertion of said received IR control entry into said IR control database. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 24, further comprising: 
P0009 7 
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a raw IR control library residing on said mass storage system, wherein said raw IR 
control library contains a first raw IR control entry; 

means for parsing said first raw IR control entry of said raw IR control library to 
create a processed first IR control entry; and 

means for communicating said processed first DR. control entry to create said first IR 
control entry of said IR control database. 

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 25, further comprising: 

a raw IR control packet, wherein said IR control packet is generated from said first 
raw IR control entry of said raw IR control library; and 

wherein said oontrol transmitter provides control to said set-top box by transmission 
of said raw IR control packet. 

27. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 25, further comprising: 

a prototype IR control database residing on said mass storage system containing a 
first prototype IR control entry; 

means for performing a control code search access on said prototype IR control 
database to select a first prototype IR control entry; and 

means for generating from said first IR control entry said first raw IR control entry 
of said raw IR control library. 

28* (Original) The apparatus of Claim 27, further comprising: 

a timing interface, wherein said first IR control packet is generated from said first 
prototype IR control entry of said prototype IR control database. 

29. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 25, further comprising: 
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a corrections-additions database residing on said mass storage system, said 
corrections-additions database containing a first correction data entry; and 

means for parsing said first correction data entry and of said first raw IR control 
entry to create said processed first IR control entry. 

30. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 25, wherein said system further 
comprises a first computer and a second computer; 

wherein said mass storage system further comprises a first mass storage system 
coupled to said first computer and a second mass storage system coupled to said second 
computer; 

wherein said IR control database comprises a first instance of said IR control 
database residing on said first mass storage system coupled to said first computer; 

wherein said receiving creating a received IR co ntrol entry module creates said 
received first IR control entry at said first computer; 

wherein said insertion creating said first IR c ontrol entry module inserts said 
received first IR control entry at said first computer to create said first IR control entry of 
said first instance of said IR control database residing on said first mass storage system; 

wherein said raw IR control library resides on said second mass storage system 
containing said first raw IR control entry; 

wherein said library parsing creates said processed first IR control entry by said 
second computer; and 

wherein said e ommunication communicating module communicates said processed 
first IR control entry by said second computer to create said first IR control entry of said IR 
control database. 

P0009 9 

PAGE 13/22 ' RCVD AT 4/18/2007 10:30:47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO£FXRF-5/7 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:4084141076 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):03-26 



Best Available Copy 

04/18/2007 19:32 4084141076 



HPTB 



PAGE 14/22 



Docket No.: 60097-0098 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 30, 

wherein said system further comprises a server computer systeriv 
wherein said rec e iving creating a received IR control ento 

first IR control entry by said server computer system; and 

wherein said co mmunication nrmriTTiiirnf ating module comprises 
mTYimnninatinn of a module for sending said processed 
by said second computer to create said first IR control entry b> 
system; and 

communication of a module for sending said processed 
by said server computer system to create said first IR 
instance of said IR control database by said first computer. 



moc ule creates a received 



first IR control entry 
said server computer 

first IR control entry 
control entry of said first 



32. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 25, wherein said first IR control entry of said IR 
control database comprises a first IR control syntax specification. 

33. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 32, wherein said fiipt IR control syntax 
specification comprises a number of digits in a channel specification. 

34. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 32, wherein said firfst IR control syntax 
specification entry comprises a delimiter specification ending an IR transmitter. 



35, (Original) The apparatus of Claim 32, wherein said 
specification entry comprises a delay specification between digits of 



36, (Original) The apparatus of Claim 32, wherein said fhfst IR control syntax 
specification entry comprises a prefix specification. 
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37. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein said prefix sj 
A/B switch prefix selection, 

38. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein 
includes an A/B/C switch prefix selection. 



►pecification includes an 



said prefix specification 



39. (Currently Amended) A system for controlling a set-top box with an IR signal, 
comprising: 

an IR control database for resid e nc e residing on a local mass storage system in a set- 



received from said set-top 



[R control entry; 

[R control database to 



top unit; 

wherein said set-top unit stores video and/or audio content : 
box on said local mass storage system; 

a module for receiving an IR control entry to create a received 

a module for inserting said received IR control entry into said 
create a first IR control entry of said IR control database; 

a module for generating an IR control packet from a first IR control entry of said IR 
control database; 

a module for controlling said set-top box by serial 

packet; 

a raw IR control library residing on said mass storage systenj, 
control library contains a first raw IR control entry; 

a module for parsing said first raw IR control entry of said rajv IR control library to 
create a processed first IR control entry; 

a module for communicating said processed first IR control ejitry to create said first 
IR control entry of said IR control database; 
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a corrections-additions database residing on said mass storage 
corrections-additions database contains a first correction data entry; anc. 

a module for parsing said first correction data entry and sai<j 
entry to create said processed first IR control entry, wherein said 
contains at least one IR control entry. 



system, wherein said 
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